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Students get a jump start into kindergarten
For U-E kindergartners, the first day of school was as easy as one, two, three. That’s 
because they got a jump start on kindergarten through the district-wide Jump Start 
Program. This new program, funded in part through the Union Endicott Education 
Foundation, provided kindergartners the opportunity to experience school before it 
even began. 

Over the course of four half days, students experienced the fundamentals of starting 
school such as riding the bus, going through the cafeteria line and eating breakfast, 
and engaging in classroom stations, school routines, and fun experiences in art, PE, 
music and the library. They also met teachers, classmates and even their principal. 

Pamela Riddleberger, K-5 director of curriculum and instruction, said, “The Kindergarten 
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A message from
Superintendent 
Dr. Suzanne McLeod

Jump Start program was instrumental in helping 
students and families prepare for and transition 
to full-day kindergarten. It was an excellent way to 
build positive foundational experiences and foster 
district-wide kindergarten communities of learners.”

Parent Jessica Himmelberger said, “Jump Start 
was a great program to reduce anxiety for 
both me and my child. It helped ease us 
into the kindergarten schedule, gave my son the chance to meet the 
teachers, make some friends and learn his way around the school.” UE 

2013 Capital improvement updates
It was a busy summer for construction operations in the district. A variety of 
work was completed, including kitchen and pavement reconstruction, security 
camera installation, phone system and roof replacements, and more. Next 
summer, the district will proceed with Phase 3, the final phase of the current 
project. This will include pavement reconstruction at the high school. Please 
see the next page for information on future upgrades. UE

Security cameras were installed on buildings throughout the district and the high 
school kitchen was updated.

We enjoyed a splendid 2015-16 school year 
opening day and plan to continue with a positive 
climate through June. To do so, and to maximize all 
of our students’ achievements, I would like to focus 
on the importance of regular school attendance.
You may recall in 2009, we joined with Binghamton 
University to study bullying in U-E, surveying all 
students in second through twelfth grades. Part of 
our purpose was to see if bullying was affecting 
student attendance, as national studies have 
suggested. This study led to the highly successful 
implementation of the Olweus Bullying Prevention 
Program. Since then, we have seen a huge drop in 
bullying and a huge increase in school attendance 
and student academic performance. This is great 
news!
Now, six years later, we are thrilled to partner 
again with Binghamton University to replicate this 
study in order to see how we can further help our 
students. This will be done in December, during 
the week before winter break. All parents will 
receive information detailing the survey as well as 
the opportunity to review it.
While on the topic of attendance, if you did not see 
it in the news, Johns Hopkins University recently 
released a study on school attendance that 
yielded some surprising results. Many previous 
studies linked poor school attendance to higher 
incidences of student dropouts. However, this 
study looks at more immediate effects, which 
include the following:
u	Chronic absenteeism in kindergarten directly  
 translates into poor academic 
  performance in first grade.
u	Researchers found a strong correlation   
 between the number of absences in 
  sixth grade and on-time (four years) high   
 school graduation.
u	Researchers found that missing 10 days of 
  school has an immediate and long-term effect  
 on a student’s performance in mathematics.
Bottom line? It’s really, really, really important to  
be in school ALL DAY, EVERY DAY! 
Thank you for everything you do to support  
our students. UE

Congratulations master teachers
Three U-E teachers were accepted into the New York State Master Teacher 
Program (NYSMTP), which recognizes outstanding STEM teachers for their 
commitment to professional growth and excellence in the clasroom.

High school teachers Theresa 
Bartoy (math and computer 
sciences), Terre Trupp 
(chemistry, biology and 
environmental science), and 
Deborah Daugherty (Regents 
physics and bridges 1), will 
participate in the program. The 
three have a combined 48 years 
of teaching experience in the 
district.

These outstanding teachers have been recognized for their dedication to 
providing the most innovative STEM education to their students and their 
enthusiasm for sharing their successful practices with colleagues. The program, 
in partnership with the State University of New York and an organization named 
“Math for America,” creates a state-wide network of the highest-performing 
STEM teachers who are dedicated to sharing expertise with peers and 
attracting the brightest minds to a career in STEM. UE

Pictured (l-r): Terre Trupp, Deborah Daugherty and 
Theresa Bartoy.

Jump, from page 1.
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At its October 13 meeting, the Union-
Endicott Central School District 
Board of Education approved a 
$14,219,000 Capital Project to be 
presented to district residents for 
their approval on December 8, 2015. 
The board approval follows a year 
of planning by the Facilities Board 
Advisory Team comprised of board 
members, teachers, administrators, 

parents and community members. 
The team reviewed the mandated 
Building Condition Survey, which 
brought the most necessary upgrades 
to the board’s attention, and made 
recommendations accordingly.  

If approved by district voters, the 
project will address various needs 
such as facility, technology and safety 

improvements in the buildings. The 
district timed the project to allow for “no 
tax impact” on the community. Retiring 
prior capital debt, combined with state 
building aid, Smart Schools Bond Act 
funds (see box below), and the use of 
capital reserves will allow the district to 
complete necessary improvements on 
our facilities with no tax impact. UE

Smart Schools Bond Act Funds 
* The Smart Schools Bond Act of 2014 authorized the issuance 
of funding to finance enhanced educational technology and 
infrastructure to improve learning and opportunity for students 
throughout the state. All districts will be required to submit a 
Smart Schools Improvement Plan to demonstrate how funds 
will be used to provide opportunities to help students succeed 
in a 21st century economy.

Union-Endicott was allocated $2,900,000 in Smart Schools 
Bond Act funds. These funds will be used to enhance the 
proposed capital project. Smart Schools funds must include 
improvements to the district’s technology infrastructure, safety 
and security. Areas of improvement that will be addressed with 
Smart Schools funds are starred (*) in the table below. 

Each year, the district performs a $100,000 
project to take advantage of enhanced building 
aid from the state.  

In 2015, the project included gym folding 
partition and kitchen grease interceptor 
replacements at Ann G. McGuinness 
Elementary. Construction of the grease 
interceptor took place over the summer 
months. The folding partition will be replaced 
during this school year.  

In 2016, the district will use the $100,000 
project to construct a secure vestibule at the 
high school. The drawing to the left shows the 
anticipated design of this area. UE

Additional work will be completed at the bus garage, District Office and Linnaeus W. West Elementary. 
The full scope of work can be found at www.uek12.org/UECapitalProjectInfo.aspx

AG McGuinness CF Johnson GF Johnson TJ Watson UE High School
Replace playground 
equipment

Replace playground 
equipment

Replace playground 
equipment Replace exterior windows Expand weight room

* Secure entry vestibule * Secure entry vestibule * Secure entry vestibule * Secure entry vestibule * Replace security cameras

Replace bus loop sidewalk/
pavement & curbs Replace gym & stage floors  Pavement reconstruction Replace exterior doors Replace auditorium sound 

system/ lighting

Partial list of upcoming project upgrades

Enhanced building aid will allow for added security at high school

2015 proposed capital project
Looking forward, future upgrades

VOTE: December 8, 2015

UE
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Musical teaches life skills
Months of work go into a 
musical production but 
the final product goes far 
beyond the performances 
on stage.

For more than 100 middle  
school students, working 
on the musical “Aladdin”, 
(performances scheduled 
for November 19-21), will 
provide valuable skills no 
matter what future career 
path they choose.

Middle school music 
teacher and musical director Joseph Brainard  
said students who participate in a musical learn crucial 
skills needed for work and life. 

“Being in the show gives students an outlet to be creative. 
Students build and paint sets and props, problem solve 
as a member of the stage crew, get in front of an audience 
and perform. It provides students with skills beyond the 
classroom both personally and professionally,” Brainard 
said.

In addition to learning the ins and outs of creating a 
musical production, students learn about commitment 
and time management. Because a musical is an in-
depth project, it cannot be done in a regular classroom 
during the day. Students commit time after school and 
on weekends. Brainard added, “Hours of time from 
students, faculty and parents are needed to make this 
happen. The structure and rigors of what is required 
cannot be achieved in a typical classroom setting. It is a 
commitment.”

Whether a student participates with dreams of becoming 
an actor or just wants to try something new, Brainard 
said, “ I hope they all gain confidence, problem-solving 
skills, find joy in music and the stage, and have a good 
time.”

Eighth-grader Lior Sulzynski said she wanted to try a 
musical, adding,  “Because it’s a great experience, you 
should always try new things and it’s fun!” UE

Students dive into their science passion
Patrick Faughnan, Class of 
2010, received a Nation 
Science Foundation grant to 
attend Hartwick College. Julie 
Markarsky, Class of 2012 and 
a senior at Clarkson University, 
designed a bridge that is being 
built in Venezuela. 

What do these alumni, and 
many more, have in common? 
Passion for science research. 
Pursuing that passion is a 
reality for our students through  
the Science Research Program, 
an opportunity unique to UEHS.

Beginning sophomore year, 
students work with local 
professionals as mentors,  
researching an interest they 
are passionate about. Research 
scientists and professors at 
SUNY Broome, Binghamton  
and Cornell universities, West  
Point, New York State 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation, and the 
University of Rochester, 
partner with UEHS to work with 
students. 

As a Science Research student, 
they qualify to participate in the 
most prestigious state, national 
and international academic 
competitions, traveling to 
Phoenix, Ariz., and Washington 
D.C., presenting their work. 

This program also helps 
students gain admission to 
their first-choice university and 
receive thousands of dollars 
in awards, scholarships and 
grants. Students can also earn 
up to 12 research science 
credits from the University at 
Albany through the University in 
the High School program. 

To enroll, students need only  to 
have a powerful desire to 
learn something new about a 
topic. Current UEHS students 
are researching topics such 
as canine cancer, amphibian 
habitat, 3-D printing of human 
tissue, and the development of 
an artificial hand.

Ask yourself, “What is your 
passion?” UE

Ashley Daniels , eighth grade, and  
Derick Donato, seventh grade, are 
participating in the musical.

Pictured are the students (grades 10 through 12) who are participating 
in the Science Research Program.
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